
HANNAH

When I was a teenager, I developed an interest in Queen Elizabeth the first.  What a fascinating woman 
who led England when it was definitely not the norm to have a female in charge of the country.  Her 
courage, her persistence, her strength of character and the challenges she both faced and made intrigued 
me.  Having just spent my holiday near Plymouth, I have been reminded again of Sir Francis Drake and the 
Spanish Armada and the decisions she had to make.  She was quite something!  Yet I have never been an 
out and out feminist.  I am of the opinion that both man and woman have been made in the image of God 
and one’s gender does not determine whether you are the right person for the job but your character and 
abilities do.


Those of you who have been following our summer series on Heroes of the Old Testament will have 
hopefully learnt and thought more about how Abednego stood up for his faith, the ordinary and the 
extraordinary Abraham and then last week you were pointed to Moses, in what I gather was quite a funny, 
and interesting sermon by our Archdeacon.  It might not have even crossed your mind that no female 
heroine has yet been considered.  Well, I am going to put that right.  Not because I am a feminist but 
because there are quite a few heroes of the Old Testament who are female and are not just there as a 
token woman but because of their character and what they have done. Let us consider Hannah. We know 
nothing about her heritage as we meet her already married to Elkinah.  I am going to look at her story in 
three parts.


• Hannah is childless and deeply unhappy. 


• Hannah’s vow  


• Hannah fulfils her vow. 


Hannah is childless and deeply unhappy. 

Elkanah loved her tenderly and she loved him but there was a fly in the ointment. He had another wife, 
Penin’nah, not loved but remarkably fertile. While Hannah has never had a child, Penin’nah was 
surrounded by both sons and daughters and she saw her numerous children as her glory, and indeed they 
were. Childbearing was a very important part of Middle Eastern culture during Old Testament times. 
Children were a source of labour for the family and a sign of success for the women who bore them. 
Having no children was a sign of failure, so Hannah was probably a loser in many people’s eyes.  Peninah 
thought her children should have made her the apple of her husband’s eye. They did not. Elkanah was 
deeply in love with the barren wife Hannah, instead of the fertile Penin’nah and that was not at all fair. 
Jealousy can make a woman cruel, and Penin’nah was no exception. She tormented Hannah about her 
lack of children. The Bible text says she provoked Hannah severely, irritating her constantly by mocking 
Hannah’s lack of children. This went on for years, especially at those time that Hannah prayed for children.  


Jealousy gets us nowhere yet is so much part of our lives…whether knowingly or unknowingly.  If I think of 
my ministry, I have to be honest that when I hear stories of how other churches are growing, I could get 
jealous.  Equally when I am with friends who are now enjoying the freedom of retirement, that too could 
precipitate jealousy so I remind myself that God has called me here and the most important thing to do is 
to trust him in that.  The irony of Hannah’s situation is that it should have been her that was jealous and 
reacting to Peninah’s taunts yet we are not told of any altercation, only that Hannah was deeply 
distressed.  She wept and would not eat but did not seem to take any action against Peninah.  What did 
she do instead?  Here beginneth Part 2…


Hannah’s vow


One year when these three people were at the holy shrine at Shiloh, about twenty miles north of 

Jerusalem, Elkanah tried clumsily to comfort Hannah: ‘Am I not more to you than ten sons?’ he asked, 
having given her a double portion of food to eat to try and show that he loved her despite no children. 
Hannah’s response is not recorded. But she presented herself at the shrine and began her prayer. The 
shrine/temple had seats beside the door, and on one of these sat Eli, the shrine’s priest. When Hannah 
began to pray he saw her deep distress, but she prayed silently so that he did not hear her prayer. Why 
did she pray silently? Because she was making a vow to God. That if God gave her a son, she would give 

this son back to God by dedicated him as a Nazirite, a holy man sworn to serve God all his life. ‘He shall 

drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his head.’  

Having been beaten down and disappointed, do you find it hard to boldly and specifically ask God for 
something in prayer? I know I do. But here Hannah was, at the lowest point in her life, offering up a 
request that she had probably thought a thousand times. The Bible says we don't receive because we 
don't ask. Don't give up on asking for what you most desire and do it believing that God gives good gifts 
to those who ask. He is a rewarder of all who seek Him.  Eli the priest, watching her, assumed she was 
drunk and told her she was making a drunken spectacle of herself. Not so, she replied. She was deeply 
unhappy but certainly not drunk




Mollified, Eli blessed her and prayed that her request might be granted. His words seemed to have a 
profound effect on her. She was convinced she would conceive at last and she went back with Elkanah, 
happy to eat with him and no longer sad.  She had been filled with God’s love and healing and was no 
longer sad.  Do you allow others to speak into your life and pray for you?  I am constantly saying that I am 
happy so to do and feel strongly that it is a good thing to do.  Please do ask me ….And so we come to 
Part 3


Hannah fulfils her vow. 
God heard her prayer, opened her womb and in due time she bore a son. She named him Samuel, which 

implies “God heard”.  Elkinah appeared content about her vow and so when the time came that the little 
boy was weaned, she took him to Shiloh, just as she had promised, and dedicated the boy to God’s 
service in a special ceremony.  Two thoughts from that action..

1)Do we always keep our word?  I know I try to but do not always succeed. Perhaps sometimes it is better 
not to say anything and then take action anyway. 


2) She dedicated Samuel to the house of the Lord.  “So now I give him to the LORD for his whole life he 

will be given over to the LORD…”  This must have been extremely hard… a true sacrifice.  Do we sacrifice 
for God?  Are there things that we have given up for him?  And then… what is our response?  Do we feel 
sorry for ourselves?  Easy to do.  Yet instead of then feeling sorry for herself, Hannah then utters this 
amazing prayer of thanksgiving to God.  She rejoices in God despite losing who was then her only, much 
wanted and loved child.  


My heart exults in the Lord; my strength is exalted in my God.  

My mouth derides my enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

There is no Holy One like the Lord, no one besides you;  

there is no Rock like our God. 

Hannah praised God for her blessing. She thanked Him for His sovereignty and it might remind you of 
another song in the Bible - the Magnificat, spoken by Mary the mother of Jesus which is modelled on the 
Song of Hannah.  At the end of her prayer, we find evidence of God’s plan for the salvation of all 

humankind. “He will give strength to his king and increase the power of his anointed”. Some scholars 
believe this verse refers to King David, who Samuel would one day anoint as king over Israel. Yet, 
according to Matthew Henry Commentary, many theologians claim this verse goes beyond King David to 

the birth of Jesus.  The commentary states, “We have reason to think that this prophecy looks further, to 

the kingdom of Christ, and the administration of that kingdom of grace… The ancient expositors, both 

Jewish and Christian, make it to look beyond David to the Son of David.” So Hannah is also a prophetess.  
What a woman of God who was then rewarded with five more children after keeping her vow to God.


For me, she is a real, humble and passionate woman who I would like to emulate.  Her faithfulness didn't 
just impact her life and family; her faithfulness affected an entire nation though she did not know that at 
the time.  I have no intention of comparing her to Elizabeth 1 yet I do admire them both. How can we 
emulate her heroism?


Three thoughts:

Are we holding onto any jealousy at the moment?

Have we given God all our pain and sadness so that he may heal us?

Is God asking us to sacrifice anything in order to further his kingdom?


Let us have a moment of quiet while we reflect on the above.  Lucinda has made it very clear that she is 
happy to speak to anyone who might want prayer.



